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manufacturer. Tire brand name owners 
are considered manufacturers (49 
U.S.C. 10102(b)(1)(E)) and have the same 
reporting requirements as manufactur-
ers. 

(e) In the case of a defect or non-
compliance decided to exist in an item 
of original equipment used in the vehi-
cles of only one vehicle manufacturer, 
compliance with §§ 573.5 and 573.6 by ei-
ther the vehicle or equipment manu-
facturer shall be considered compliance 
by both. 

(f) In the case of a defect or non-
compliance decided to exist in original 
equipment installed in the vehicles of 
more than one manufacturer, compli-
ance with § 573.5 is required of the 
equipment manufacturer as to the 
equipment item, and of each vehicle 
manufacturer as to the vehicles in 
which the equipment has been in-
stalled. Compliance with § 573.6 is re-
quired of the manufacturer who is con-
ducting the recall campaign. 

(g) The provisions of § 573.10 apply to 
all persons. 

(h) The provisions of § 573.11 apply to 
dealers, including retailers of motor 
vehicle equipment. 

(i) The provisions of § 573.12 apply to 
all persons. 

[43 FR 60169, Dec. 26, 1978, as amended at 60 
FR 17268, Apr. 5, 1995; 66 FR 38162, July 23, 
2001; 67 FR 19697, Apr. 23, 2002]

§ 573.4 Definitions. 
For purposes of this part: 
Act means 49 U.S.C. Chapter 301. 
Administrator means the Adminis-

trator of the National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration or his delegate. 

First purchaser means first purchaser 
for purposes other than resale. 

Leased motor vehicle means any motor 
vehicle that is leased to a person for a 
term of at least four months by a les-
sor who has leased five or more vehi-
cles in the twelve months preceding 
the date of notification by the vehicle 
manufacturer of the existence of a 
safety-related defect or noncompliance 
with a Federal motor vehicle safety 
standard in the motor vehicle. 

Lessee means a person who is the les-
see of a leased motor vehicle as defined 
in this section. 

Lessor means a person or entity that 
is the owner, as reflected on the vehi-

cle’s title, of any five or more leased 
vehicles (as defined in this section), as 
of the date of notification by the man-
ufacturer of the existence of a safety-
related defect or noncompliance with a 
Federal motor vehicle safety standard 
in one or more of the leased motor ve-
hicles. 

Original equipment means an item of 
motor vehicle equipment (other than a 
tire) that was installed in or on a 
motor vehicle at the time of its deliv-
ery to the first purchaser if the item of 
equipment was installed on or in the 
motor vehicle at the time of its deliv-
ery to a dealer or distributor for dis-
tribution, or was installed by the deal-
er or distributor with the express au-
thorizations of the motor vehicle man-
ufacturer. 

Readable form means a form readable 
by the unassisted eye or readable by 
machine. If readable by machine, the 
submitting party must obtain written 
confirmation from the Office of Defects 
Investigation immediately prior to 
submission that the machine is readily 
available to NHTSA. For all similar in-
formation responses, once a manufac-
turer has obtained approval for the 
original response in that form, it will 
not have to obtain approval for future 
submissions in the same form. In addi-
tion, all coded information must be ac-
companied by an explanation of the 
codes used. 

Replacement equipment means motor 
vehicle equipment other than original 
equipment as defined in this section, 
and tires. 

[43 FR 60169, Dec. 26, 1978, as amended at 60 
FR 17268, Apr. 5, 1995; 67 FR 45872, July 10, 
2002]

§ 573.5 Defect and noncompliance re-
sponsibility. 

(a) Each manufacturer of a motor ve-
hicle shall be responsible for any safe-
ty-related defect or any noncompliance 
determined to exist in the vehicle or in 
any item of original equipment. 

(b) Each manufacturer of an item of 
replacement equipment shall be re-
sponsible for any safety-related defect 
or any noncompliance determined to 
exist in the equipment. 

[67 FR 45872, July 10, 2002]
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